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Dear McCall families,

I wanted to share with you attendance expectations for the 2025-26 school year. Some of
these expectations are new to McCall this year, while others are long-standing policies.

EXCUSED ABSENCES
e Student Illness & Doctor Visits* e Educational Trips (with prior approval)**
e School Tours/Visits e Required Court Appearance
e Death in the Family e Religious Holidays
e Family Emergencies e Recovery from Injury/Accident

* Students who are absent for three or more consecutive days are required to return to school
with a note from a licensed healthcare provider.

** All education trips must be approved prior to the trip in order to be excused. There are forms
in the office or you can email Principal Powell & Mr. Wallace detailing the educational benefit of
the trip.

UNEXCUSED ABSENCES

e Family vacations e Babysitting

e Illness of a family member e Waking up late
REPORTING ABSENCES

When your child is absent, it is important to report their absence to the school. You can
do so in the following ways:

e Dojo messaging or emailing your child’s teacher or emailing myself at the email address
below.

e You can also report absences with the school absentee google form (scan the QR code
below for the NEW 2025 ABSENTEE FORM).

e Turn in a written note to the main office or to your child’s teacher.

All absence notes & absentee form submissions must be submitted within three days of
the student returning to school.

Continued on back
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EXTENDED/FREQUENT ABSENCES

If your child is frequently absent from school due to medical needs or
medical/psychological appointments (frequently is defined as three or more absences within a
month during multiple months). The school may require a note from a licensed healthcare
provider stating the reason for the frequent absences. Without a note, the school may choose to
not excuse all absences.

NE PDATE

Beginning this year, student late arrivals two hours after school admission (11am or later)
or early dismissals two hours before school dismissal (1:30pm or earlier) are considered
“half-day” absences and must follow the above protocol to be excused.

Also, early dismissals before 9:30am are considered full day absences and must follow
the normal absence protocol to be excused.

If you have any questions or need further information regarding attendance. Please feel
free to contact Mr. Wallace with the details below.

Best regards, STUDENT ABSENTEE FORM
W. Garrett Wallace

School Improvement Support Liaison (SISL)
McCall School | School District of Philadelphia
wwallace@philasd.org | (215) 400-7840
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